RIVERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL

3rd April 2020
Good Morning Parents, Carers and Families,
I trust that this finds you all happy and well and enjoying the extra time with your families and children.
It is important to remember at this difficult time, not just in Mandurah but across the state and the world as
well, that now more than ever we need to support, care for and show kindness to first and foremost
our families, and also our wider group of friends and neighbours.
This virus pandemic knows no boundaries and the social distancing that we do now will help to keep
us, our families and our friends all safer and healthier for longer.
With the Dept. of Education now bringing the April School Holidays one week earlier, from Monday 6th April,
you may still want to use our Riverside Primary Online Learning Resources information loaded up on our
school website. There are many interesting learning activities there that the kids can complete and have fun
with even during the holidays and I have attached a list of fun things for families to do at home that are free
and easy to set up during this time. I know my family are already doing some of these at home.
It is anticipated that the start of Term 2 will begin with a similar set of rules for schools as what we
are currently working in, although, as we know in this Pandemic, the situation may change. That would
mean, if it was to happen this way, that students would work from home on a “Riverside Learning From Home
Package”, either online or a paper workbook, with some access to supervision still being given for students
whose parents work and are unable to supervise them at home.
During these next two weeks all our school staff will continue to be at school, working on designing and
creating both the online digital work for each week, and also printing out each lesson and activity in the form
of a paper and pen work package. The staff have been fantastic as they have designed the work your children
would be doing if they were still at school, and in a way that your children can work on at home with some
help from their family members, but not needing ‘home teaching’.
The teachers are working hard to make it fun, interesting and still valuable. No parent or carer is expected
to have to ‘teach’ their child, but instead are able to ‘support and enjoy the learning with them’. This
means that while the learning may appear similar to classroom lessons, will be deliberately different so the
child can join in the learning without having a teacher present. This is an important difference – we don’t
expect families to have to teach at home, but the student is to join in the ‘Learning From Home’.
We are checking in with every family at the moment to check phone numbers and email addresses
so that we can send an invitation to join a program called “CONNECT”. This will join up every student
to the program and to their classroom teacher and mean that students and teachers can email each other
work, questions and allow ‘check in’ for learning.
Please make sure you join the CONNECT invitation when it is sent to you, to ensure you receive all the
Learning From Home information and the dates next term to pick up the work packages.
I will contact you during the holidays to explain the process to collect the work packages when we have more
information on how Term 2 will start.
Stay well, be kind, enjoy your beautiful children and keep safe.

Peter Dunning
Principal

